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I have recently arrived back in 

Moldova from the U.S., where I spent 

the last 2 months. My jet lag is slowly 

diminishing. Looking back, it is 

interesting what one does when one 

lives overseas and returns for a visit. 

Upon arrival, I know that the first few 

days will feel weird—like I’m a 

stranger to my native land. Why do 

Americans have such full schedules? 

How can you possibly have so much 

food in your kitchen? Carpet is so soft. 

The houses smell different. And how 

much time is spent watching football!! 

There are usually some priorities for 

my visit—firstly, to see family. My 

parents’ home is my base, and while 

there, I hug them at least twice every 

day (storing up for the rest of the 

year). I spend days at each of my 

siblings homes, trying to connect, to 

love, catching up and strengthening 

relationships so the nieces and 

nephews won’t feel I’m a stranger.  

There are so many people to see. Three 

churches support me in some way, and 

I like to visit each multiple times. 

I try to catch a glimpse of the 
church’s pulse, how things are going 
and how to pray when I’m back in 
Moldova. I’ve been away 7 years; 
even though it feels as if these 
Christians haven’t changed, like it’s 
a time warp, they have changed. I’m 
a bit of a stranger now. They may 
not remember details from my 
newsletters or I the names of their 
children, but as we speak of Christ, 
of what He is doing in the present in 
us, there is reconnection. This is 
why the church is my family, no 
matter how far away or how long it 
has been since I was there. 

There are doctor visits, driver’s 
license update, getting prescriptions 
filled. I have meetings with the 
Board and with Les. I buy seeds for 
the garden, vitamins for friends in 
Moldova. I eat too much ice cream. 

I try to slow down, to consider the 
new year ahead. What is God 
saying? This year, He seems to say, 
slow down. Wait, be strong and take 
heart. Watch to see how I will work 
and how I will direct. And that is my 
prayer for the year. 

 

   Praises! 
• God’s leading in the 

midst of church visits 
and Ag Connect mtgs. 

• Invigorated to begin 
another year of work 

• Winter has been mild, 
so Moldovan energy 
bills are not as high as 
were expected 
 

  Prayer Requests! 
• Les’ safety and health 

as he comes to 
Moldova (Jan 24-Feb 9) 

• Good communication 
with farmers, UDG 
staff, students and 
among our team 

• House construction to 
continue smoothly on 
1st and 2nd floors. 
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Slow Down 

Cards, family, fellowship (hopefully 😊) 

Jack (Jan 14 ‘23) Charlie (Jun 11, ‘22) 


